E-mail to the Prem er

From N ck Doe [mmilto:ni ckdoe@ sl and. net]
Sent: Thursday, January 28, 2010 2:23 PM
To: O ficeofthePremier, Ofice PREM EX

Subj ect: The use of Texada aggregate on Gabriola Island by EMCON
services Ltd.

Dear sir

| amwiting on a topic that the Mnistry of Transportation and successive

M ni sters (Kevin Fal con and Shirl ey Bond) have been dealing with for two
years -- they have a fat file on the matter. The matter is unresolved and we
are not meking any progress, so as a last resort | am appealing to you for
hel p.

I will try to be as brief as | can

On Gabriola Island we have many unpaved roads and these are currently
serviced by EMCON Services Ltd. For nore than two years now, EMCON have been
using an aggregate from Texada |Island for road nai ntenance. The use of this
mat eri al has engendered nmany conplaints by |slanders, the basic probl em being
that the material contains too much clay and too much carbonate.

The clay-carbonate m xture sticks to surfaces and cannot be washed off with a
hose; it seals in salt and pronotes corrosion of vehicles; the clay gets into
braki ng systens; there are reports of dogs paws becom ng very sore possibly
as a result of sealing in bacteria; the clay-carbonate m xture, when it sets,
hi nt ers good drai nage, which results in the devel opment of numerous pot hol es
--- and so on. In short, it |leaves our roads in a horrible ness.

We are quite used to unpaved roads on Gabriola and we are not seeking any
i mprovenent in their condition beyond what it was before EMCON took
responsibility for them

In the course of our dealing with this, we have conducted several scientific
studi es of the problem and assured ourselves that there are sound technica
reasons for why the material is so unsatisfactory. These results have been
shared with Mnistry staff.

In spite of this, EMCOM continues to use the naterial. The essential problem
here is that the material from Texada actually neets Mnistry specifications
and hence, though | amnot privy to the details, | imgine EMCON s position

is that they therefore have every right to use it.

The source of the dispute over the use of this particular Texada aggregate
are as follows:

1. A clay carbonate nmixture is geologically unusually and the rel evant MOT
speci fications have nothing to say about its use -- the problemlikely has
never been encountered before. Texada Island has a fascinating but conpl ex
geol ogy because it is the neeting point of Vancouver |sland and the BC
mai nl and.

2. EMCON has used the material on other island than Gabriola wi th good
results. The problemhere is that not all aggregate from Texada is the
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sane. | personally have experience of three sets of sanples of what EMCON
and the Mnistry consider to be what is being used on Gabriola. Al three
sets were different.

One set was taken fromthe road on Gabriola by nyself and tested in severa
di fferent ways; another set was tested by MOT gravel experts and obtai ned
from EMCON;, and a third set was taken again by nyself from Denman | sl and.

The set exam ned by the Mnistry was nmeasured agai nst Mnistry specifications
and taken, when exami ned this way, as being satisfactory. It nevertheless
contained | arge quantities of carbonate. These tests were |ater repeated by
a consultant, Colder Associates, with essentially the sane results except
that they did not exam ne the geochenistry of the sanple because MOT staff
did not ask themto.

The roads on Denman are in excellent shape in ny opinion and the tests | made
of the material used there clearly indicated why. Their Texada aggregate
contains no carbonate. In spite of this, and in spite of technica
presentations of these facts to MOT staff, the Mnistry and EMCON conti nue to
of fer the satisfactory state of the roads on other Gulf Islands as evidence
that their use of the aggregate that they are using on Gabriola is justified.

To put this bluntly sir, ny speculation is that in the past, problens of this
nature woul d have been addressed internally within your Mnistry by your own
expert staff, but the new arrangenents with contractors potentially hanper
and conplicate such comuni cati on because of contractual (legal) and
financial considerations. | respectfully put to you that dealing with these
problems to the satisfaction of Gabriolans would do nuch to inprove not only
their lives, but the lives of your staff who are at the "sharp-end" of the
conplaints, and do nmuch to earn sone respect of involved citizens for your
government's policies with regard to road nmi nt enance.

Si ncerely

Ni ck Doe P. Eng.
1787 EI Verano Drive
Gabriola, BC

Canada VOR 1X6
Phone: 250-247-7858

FAX: 250-247-7859
E-mail: nickdoe@ sl and. net
web: wWww. ni ckdoe. ca

Reply from the Premier on Feb.1, 2010.

Thank you for your email regarding the use of Texada aggregate on the roads
of Gabriola Island. | appreciate that you have witten.

| understand that staff fromthe Mnistry of Transportation and
Infrastructure are working with you on an ongoi ng basis and that the ministry
is also in the process of responding in witing to an earlier correspondence
fromyou. | have shared your enmail to nme with the Honourabl e Shirley Bond
with a request that she ensure these coments are al so considered in the
mnistry's response on ny behal f.

Agai n, thank you for taking the time to raise your concerns with my office.
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