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Gabriola Streamkeepers—Water levels and quality

Observations at Coats Marsh, Gabriola Island
—with notes on Coats Marsh Creek, East Path Creek, and Stump Farm Streams.

References:

RDN Coats Marsh Regional Park, 2011-2021 Management Plan, Appendix A.
Coats Marsh hydrology .

Coats Marsh RP and 707 CP Trail Maps: MapsY and Z.

Gabriola Stream and Wetlands Atlas .

Coats Marsh Species Checklists.

Coats Marsh — human disturbance of migratory ducks and geese.

Field observations—2019 (January—dJune)
THIS FILE (Field Observations 2019) ISA SUPPLEMENT TO:
“Observations at Coats Marsh, Gabriolalsand” File: 673.

For an up-to-date list of supplements see here.
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2019 NOTES

January 4, 2019 (day 1266, 1096+170): NanRG cum 697.9 mMm \Wéir
+732 nm WPB scal e.

Water over the deck at the weir.
January 10, 2019 (day 1272, 1096+176): NanRG cum 746.6 nm

Stunp Farm buil dings all gone. Curious bat house
structure atop a netal pole on a concrete pad at
the site. Whnder if the bats will approve. It’s
good there is at |east one shed, shack, or

di | api dated cabin in the yards bordering the

sout hern boundary of the marsh housing bats
(Myotis californicus).

@ January 19, 2019 (day 1281, 1096+185): NanRG cum
773.5 mm  Weir +347 mm WPB scal e.

About half a dozen trunpeter swans. Goup with
unl eashed dog at the water’s edge at the East
Pat h vi ewpoi nt wondering why all the wildlife was
so far off! East Path Creek a trickle. NE Arm

" spillway appearing dry.

' January 22, 2019 (day 1284, 1096+188): NanRG cum
798.8 mm Cistern +275 nm SCB.

Rai n and m st; nobody about. Ducks all along the
east shore. Buffleheads, w dgeons, mallards, and
ri ng-neckeds. East Path Creek flow ng very

gently.

GLTT prematurely flagging two potential trails from Coats Marsh East
into the 707 CP along the NE Arm Trail extending into a high-usage
deer fawning area at the east end of the NE Armwetland, and fromthe
707 SW ol f Course Trail to the Coats Marsh RP Stunp Farm Trail
through an area identified in the current managenent plan as bei ng of
high wildlife value, sufficiently so that it was reconmended by
consultants that this area not be identified on park maps and that
trails not be located in its imrediate proximty.

No public or nenber information or discussion of the flagging and this
while there are pending revisions to the 707 CP and Coats Marsh RP
Managenent Pl ans, pendi ng new nanagenent plans for the newly acquired
707 SWand Coats Marsh East, and the pending creation of a P4 zoning
option as a priority itemby the Islands Trust LTC.

GLTT, while otherwi se serving the comunity well, appears to have a
“trails everywhere” policy with little regard to the needs of wildlife
and preservation of at |east sone areas of Gabriola that do not have
human use as the prinme focus of their managenent.

January 24, 2019 (day 1286, 1096+190): NanRG cum 798.8 nmm \Weéir
+402 nm WPB scal e.
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Large fl ock of boisterous Canada geese. Measured depth of bed of
Coats Marsh Creek i medi ately adjacent to the downstream face of the
baffle. Two points, -3.23 and -3.15 m

February 18, 2019 (day 1311, 1096+215): NanRG cum 882.5 mm

Lake has been iced over last week or so. Trails still snowy, packed
by a few sets of bootprints (what! no skis?) and icy-snow stil
covering the salal understory despite the daytinme tenperatures being a
few degrees above zero. Deer tracks surprisingly cormmon; not a |ot,

al ways solitary, but you sel dom see deer
up here in the winter.

Smal | birds very vocal, winter wens, fox
and song sparrows, chickadees. Coats
Drive resident reports varied thrushes.
This is the second report of theml’ve
heard in recent days. 1’ve never seen a
varied thrush on the island in all the
years |’'ve been here, flocks of themin
Wi nter invariably turn out to be robins,
nor have | heard nore than once their
mournful hi-lo pitched calls with [anguid
i n-between pauses that are so conmon in
sunmmer in the otherw se silent coniferous
forests on the North Shore Muntains.

March 8, 2019 (day 1329, 1096+233): NanRG o
cum 903.2 mm f}

CGeol ogi cal survey. On the face of it, : /)Fﬁ,i
Coats Marsh RP is not where you'd go to //

see interesting geology, unless that is
hydrogeol ogy is your interest. A few

t hreadbare patches of Gabriola Formation
sandst one (Cretaceous) around 65-nmillion
years old on the trails, and that's it. But what’s usually nissed is
the glacial till. It represents what might be |oosely characterized
as a “di ssem nated mél ange”, rocks of differing sizes, differing
lithol ogies, differing geographical origins, and differing ages going
back over 300 mllion years fromthe Pal eozoic to al nost the present.

The two main players are first the nunerous, admttedly unrenmarkabl e,
basalt pebbles fromthe east coast of Vancouver Island, likely the
Karmut sen Formation (Triassic); and second the giant plutonic erratic
boul ders that you can't avoid noticing, |likely fromthe Coast
Mount ai ns (Cretaceous or nore recent). But it’s the m nor players

t hat provide the chall enges.

Vancouver Island did not arrive off the west coast until around 100
mllion years ago and it had a rich history as part of Wangellia
while still drifting across the Pacific OCcean fromtropical clines.
Wangellia actually stretches across beneath the Strait of Georgia and
surfaces nost obviously around the entrance to Howe Sound, from where
i ce has brought interesting sanples of metanorphic and netasomatic
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rocks associated with its docking with the North America mainland as
it was then. |Ice has also brought us equally interesting sanples of
the ol dest rocks of Wangellia underlying the Karnutsen pillow | avas
and exposed on the
Nanoose Peni nsul ar as
part of the Sicker G oup
(Devoni an) .

The picture left is just
one exanpl e you can
easily pick out of the
till that has a very |long
and conplicated history,

i npossi bl e to unravel

wi t hout geochem cal and
pet r ogr aphi ¢ anal ysi s,
which | hasten to add
haven’t done.

The white clusters are
soft and powdery, a
zeol i te perhaps, possibly
heul andi te, but appearing
to be just aphanitic
feldspar. The dark groundnass is nostly black, rather fibrous

anphi bole. Mnor biotite is ragged and coated with |inonite, and
there are scattered small patches of col ourl ess translucent quartz,
some with fracture edges that are well-rounded, alnost mammil | ary.

The odds are high that the anphibole is hornbl ende but it |ooks
suspiciously like the | ess-commpn actinolite to nme despite it being

bl ack rather than green. Anphibole is an alteration product of
pyroxene, which is an essential conponents of basalt, so this could be
a hydrot herrmal et anor phic, an anphi bolite perhaps from Nanoose.

I nsi de however, the picture is rather different. Anphibole and fresh
biotite are abundant, the white nmineral is no |onger soft and is
clearly a feldspar, and quartz renains present but sparse, so this
could be a well-weathered hornblende diorite grading into a hornbl ende
tonalite. Stones like this can be picked up on the beach at Porteau
Cove in Howe Sound.

Lots of questions that only nore investigation can answer, too easy to
be glib, and this is just one pebble.

There's nore like this in https://nickdoe. cal/ pdfs/ Webp691. pdf.
March 15, 2019 (day 1336, 1096+240): NanRG cum 916.8 nm

re. Feb 18 note. Finally, the unm stakable call of a varied thrush in
the forest at the west end of the RP

March 21, 2019 (day 1342, 1096+246): NanRG cum 916.8 nmm
Stunp Farm No. 1 Stream the outlet from Canary G ass Meadow, is dry.
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March 29, 2019 (day 1350, 1096+254): NanRG cum 917.6 mm Weir +277 mm
WPB scal e.

Coats Marsh Creek running feebly. Water is coming nostly fromthe
pond leveller with just a slight spill over the sill. Wth no
precipitation of late | guess there’'s equilibriumbetween the flowin
the creek and the | eakage through the beaver dam The private
property drain (Lot 5) is still running.

March 30, 2019 (day 1351, 1096+255): NanRG cum 917.6 mm Cistern
+265 mMm SCB, only a 10 mmdrop since January despite the fact that it
| ooks like this nonth will be very close to a record for lack of
precipitation. Not since March 1965 has there been so little.

Sunny today. East Path Creek dry; probably has been for sone tine.

Dozens of ducks and a few geese out on the |ake. Quite a busy place.
The buffl eheads have nearly all noved on, but there are ring-neckeds
everywhere, plus a few mallards, the drakes | ooking splendid with
their glossy green heads. |'msure | heard a pied-billed grebe but
couldn’t see it. There were sone, what | take to be Canada geese, in
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" twos and threes, on the small side
and uncharacteristically mld
mannered. There could be other
speci es around, but one of the
hazards of view ng diving ducks is
" that their wet plunage glistens in
the sunlight and the canera
falsely records it as white.

Quite proud I was that by using
foliage as a blind, standing
perfectly still nost of the tine,
novi ng very slowy, and
occasionally sinking to ny knees,
| raised only a few alarmcalls and avoi ded any “we’re-out-of-here”
flights. A bonus was visits fromfriendly and curious chickadees,
song sparrows, wens, and kinglets as | surveyed the scene, skul king
anongst the snags at the water’'s edge.

April 5, 2019 (day 1357, 1096+261): NanRG cum 928.3 nmm

March was a near record low for lack of rain, and this winter’s six-
nmonth total (COct.2018 - Mar. 2019) has al so been bel ow average (811.1
vs. 871.2 mmsince 1944), but at -7%it’s well within the one-sigma
range of +/- 21%variation. |In the 1976/77 winter it was down to
505. 7 mm

Coats Marsh Creek close to ponding. Swallows are back over the | ake.
Violet-greens, lots of them One pair of Canada geese and sone
buf fl eheads still here.

Somre of the duck species that over-winter here are al so seen on the
sea. Interesting that the numerous Anerican w dgeons are not nearly
so nervous these days of people passing by on the beach at Fal se
Narrows as they once were, and still are at the lake. They hang out
on the seashore when all is quiet, and take to the water when anyone
approaches, whistling to thenmselves, but if you give themtine, they
paddl e out a bit, but don't take off in the startled fashion they do
at the | ake.

April 14, 2019 (day 1366, 1096+270): NanRG cum 964.9 mm

Politics! RDN GaLTT busy downgradi ng the Coats Marsh RP trails by
posting themas if they were 707 CP nulti-use main trails. Expect a
lot nore traffic. Solitude, tranquility, and breathing roomfor

wi |l dlife appear these days, as it does globally, to count for little.

File 690 Notes on the 707 CP Potlatch additions
File 691 Ceology of the extended area summary

File 668 Hydrogeol ogy of the extended area updated
File 692 Flora of the extended area summary

File 693 Fauna of the extended area sunmmary.

April 19, 2019 (day 1371, 1096+275): NanRG cum 978.0 mm Weir
+213 nm WPB scal e.

Stunp Farm No. 1 Stream has been flowi ng again after the March drought.
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Snakes | ooking very mserable in the cold rain showers. Fairy
slippers |ikew se.

_April 20, 2019 (day 1372,
1096+276) : NanRG cum
978.0 mMm

Beavers getting serious
about dammi ng the flow
over the sill. They're
using nmud to plug the gaps
between their sticks.

Duck in the weir pool, not
shy. ID? Buffleheads
around still, often anobng
t he snags, the nales
definitely becom ng
rambunctious. Al t hough
they’'re not likely to
breed here, you never
know.

RE - = i \ = LR
— . S5 L2 “i s B iﬂ :g" T
My wil dfl ower species count is approaching
100, so I'mtaking what | can to bunmp up
the count, even purple dead-nettles. |’'ve
never clained the marsh is a bi odi verse
wonder; all such places can't be Davi d-
At t enbor ough show pi eces. Besides, |'ma
secret admrer of weeds, so here it is.

April 23, 2019 (day 1375, 1096+279): NanRG
cum 980.7 mMm

Anot her type of violet in the gutter
beside the trail just north of the
regi onal park boundary and near the end of the Stunp Farm Trail,
round-| eafed violet (no runners, and yes, round | eaves). Hooded fal se
norels not far away. Fairy slippers at their best.
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K here conmes No.97, and it is a “weed” (neaning from Engl and even
though it has beconme quite rare there). Conmon this year. It grows
in open nossy areas and looks a bit Iike Whitlowgrass. Tiny.
Teesdal i a nudi caulis, shepherd s cress. Especially abundant just
outsi de the CM park al ong Sout h Boul evard.
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April 27, 2019 (day 1379, 1096+283): NanRG cum 980.7 mm

Whods awash with wi nd, the dappl ed shadows of the trees dancing, and
every approachi ng gust soundi ng nore om nous than the last as it roars
t hrough the treetops. Unusual bracket nushroom on an ol d-grow h al der
snag, with gills and appearing to have a stalk. Crepidotus sp.
probably flat crep (C. appl anatus).

A white spring: conmmon

chi ckweed, wild
¥ strawberri es,
I'ichen agaric,
little western
bittercress,
anenones
(Lyall"s), plus
cherry bl ossom
mners | ettuce,
candyf | owers,
i Engli sh
dai si es, and
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May 3, 2019 (day 1385,
1096+289): NanRG cum
980.7 mm Cistern +280
mm SCB.

Lake | evel high despite
| ess than average rain
this spring. The norm
for this date is NanRG
cum 1016 mm East Path
Creek dry.

Pair of bald eagles
circling the | ake, not a
duck in sight but I

- could hear mall ards,

pi ed-bill ed grebes, and
Canada geese.

Soon after the eagles

| eft, the ducks and
geese appeared. \Very
handsone | ooki ng hooded nerganser drake, not well-captured by the
canera. Pair of buffleheads. Pair of nmallards. ©On shore, a flock of
whi t e- crowned and gol den-crowned sparrows foraging in the grass
together. English bluebells sonebody has planted - could be worse.
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May 5, 2019 (day 1387, 1096+291): NanRG cum 980.7 mm Weir +238 mm
WPB scal e.

Pond | evel l er barely trickling, Coats Marsh Creek dry at the
observation point - probably has been for a while.

May 7, 2019 (day 1389, 1096+293):
NanRG cum 980.7 mm

Saprophytes in and around the
Stunp Farmsite found while broom
bashi ng. Apparently not rare, but
| don't see them every year.

Cal | ed spotted
coral root
(Coral | orhi za
nmacul at a ssp.
nmacul at a) .

Red- f | oweri ng
currant on the
banks of the Stunp
Far m Nunber 2

St ream
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May 11, 2019 (day 1393,
1096+297) : NanRG cum
980.7 mMm Weir +229 mm
. WPB scale. Cistern +258
mm SCB

No rain this nonth.
Level s falling at
roughly 2mi day, about
- normal for this tine of
| year. (Quess the
beavers have patched

t heir dam

Pond | evel I er just

. trickling still,
probably no nore than 1
L/s or so. The private
property drain (Lot 5)
still running. The
weir bay level at the baffle is

. now an inch or two bel ow the

sill, and no sign of any |eakage.
No ducks in the weir pool;
unusual

Pacific sanicle noved from
suspected to confirned in the
species lists. Quite comon.

~ Two eagl es again over the main

- marsh. Only activity a pair of
Canada geese that cane right over
to the cistern to investigate,
but didn’'t see nme standi ng anong
- the snags stock-still. Shortly
after the eagles left, a mallard
drake and a wood-duck coupl e
ventured out. Interesting as
they nest in tree cavities like
t he hooded mergansers.

Soret hi ng new afflicting the
salal, and to a nuch | esser extent the Oregon grape too. Wole |eaves
turn a uniformtan colour and die, their stal ks dried-out.

W despread, but not ubiquitous. On the Oregon grape it does the sane;
a sharp contrast with the pathogen that’s al ways been around that
creates brilliant red and orange patches and dark spots on their

| eaves.

Rel ated to exposure to the sun? |t appears to be nore preval ent al ong
trails and in clearings than deep in the woods, but nore study needed
to prove that. Reported w dely on Vancouver Island so nore likely to
be clinate related than the spread of a di sease.
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May 18, 2019 (day 1400, 1096+304): NanRG cum 990.5 mm

GLTT and the RDN have recently installed 45 posts in the area defined
by the 707 CP, the Potlatch donor |ands, and the Coats Marsh RP.

These are additional to the existing 33 posts in the 707 CP. This
project is one GALTT and the RDN have pl anned together w thout public
di scussi on or the invol venent of PGOSAC

Each post is 6 x 6 inches and 4 to 5 feet high. No signhage attached
as yet, but they are located at trail intersections, sonme being 707 CP
MAIN trails, sone 707 CP SIDE trails, sone within Coats Marsh, sone
trails not yet assigned a status in the two donor parcels, and sone
trails within the old 707 CP that have been constructed “informally”
by nountai n bikers.

Fromleft to right in the photos below, the sites of the posts are the
707 CP, 707 SWdonor |and, Coats Marsh RP, and Coats Marsh East donor
land (see File: 690 for nore detail, and File 680 if you're interested
in the politics of all of this).

Sonething else to worry about is that there
still is one pair of Canada geese on the

| ake. The | ake does not need any non-

m gratory Canada geese right now. They can
be very aggressive, usually not toward humans
out si de of urban areas, but toward ot her

wi | df oWl species; they will harass ducks and
kill their ducklings. 1’ve heard the geese
often in the evenings this [ast week while
broom bashing in the western burn-pile
clearing. GCeese are al so becoming a problem
in MQffies Swanp at the headwaters of East
Pat h Creek.

Al so discovered and not wel cone is sweet
vernal grass, inported for |awns, invasive,
and beconmi ng notorious on southern Vancouver
I sl and for reducing the biodiversity of

gr assl ands.
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Three new wi | df | ower
species after a sl ow
start this spring.
Thyme- | eaved
speedwel |, bl ue-eyed
grass, and | arge-

| eaved avens (easily
overl ooked as yet
anot her ki nd of
buttercup); we have
at | east six
Ranuncul us
(buttercup) species
on Gabriola, which
may be close to the
nunber of botanists
on the island who can
reliably identify
themall.

May 22, 2019 (day 1404, 1096+308):

NanRG cum 993.9 mm Weir +213 nmm WPB
scal e.

Pond leveller just a drindle. G aphs
in File 673 show the intake about 50
mm | ower than it currently is.
Corrected for the 2018/ 2019 season but
left as is for earlier tines.

'?; Creeping buttercup confirned. They're
. nore robust-1ooking than the native

speci es, but prefer neadows and
grassy river banks so there're only
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limted places in the park
where they thrive.

Eagle in the weir pool

Ceese continue to be a

di sturbance. Saw three today,
honki ng and hollerin’ not sure
what the threesone
relationships are; |I'’mnot an
expert on such matters. The
ducks certainly keep out of
their way.

Less broomin the western burn-
pile clearing and none now at
Christine’s old place.

May 25, 2019 (day 1407, 1096+311): NanRG cum 998.0 mm

M ndl ess | ogging at the Stanley Place entrance of Coats Marsh East CP
and inexplicably at the waterside within the Coats Marsh RP

This is a good bird-watching area used by swal |l ows, cedar waxw ngs,
brown creepers, chickadees, red-w nged bl ackbirds, and others for
roosting, nesting, and sheltering anmong snags from hawks. Cose to
the entrance and as far as sone visitors will want to go. | find this
hard to distinguish fromvandal i sm

A beaver towing a long pole, noving like a freighter through the
wat ershield. |f humans do it, why not beavers.

Two families of mallards (three hens, one drake) together with a snall
brood of four to five ducklings; many fewer than usual. A |one hooded
nmerganser, a hen, no brood, and a pair of wood ducks al so without
young. No sign of geese this evening. Violet-green swallows and
plenty of insects after the rain earlier today.
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Monkey fl owers and
~ forget-me-nots out in

- abundance together, as
they comonly are, in

t he nowdry watertracks
of East Path Creek near
the ancient wllow

May 29, 2019 (day 1411, 1096+315):

NanRG cum 998.0 mm

Of the beaten path in Canary G ass
Meadow and in the SE Arm Wetl ands a
new rose species. Aptly nanmed swanp
rose (Rosa pisocarpa).

Surprisingly not off the beaten path,
a |l one rather bedraggl ed canas, al ong
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the Marsh Trail. W nder how it got there all on its own.

Anot her find, bur
chervil (Anthriscus
caucalis). Tiny
flowers and finely cut
| eaves needi ng a | oupe
to appreciate them

One person’s
description of the

| eaves is: “basal and
cauline, with short,
stiff hairs, gradually
reduced upward,

petiol ate, the bl ade
bi pi nnatel y di ssected,
with small ultimte
seghent s”.

Another's, JCG s
choice, is “fretty”

See, banks and br akes
Now, | eaved how t hi ck!
| aced they are again
Wth fretty chervil ...

John Manl ey Hopki ns

Perf ect .

May 31, 2019 (day 1413, 1096+317): NanRG cum 998.0 mm Weir +171 mm
WPB scale. Level at baffle 235 mm below sill.

Pond | eveller now dry and | evel at the baffle well below the sill but
private property drain still flowing gently. Another |ow rainfall
nont h, but not exceptionally so, 17.3 nmmconpared to May' s average of
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45.2 mm It has been less in ten of the last 75 years and has varied
fromb5.0 nm (2015) to 145.7 nm (1984).

Bat house is a success (see January 10). Feces on the concrete pad
belong to bats, not mce (cmscale). Full of chitin fromfragments of
t he undi gest ed exoskel etons of insects, sonme chitin strawlike but
articul ated, and sonme naking the stools shiny, the stools crunbling
when crushed. Just needs a bit of |andscaping around the pad now.

June 1, 2019 (day 1414, 1096+318): NanRG cum 998.0 mm Cistern +211
mm SCB.

Lake | oss due to evapotranspiration starting to exceed repl eni shnent
by precipitation, as is usual this tinme of year.

Sunny with a soft cooling breeze. Not a lot to see on the |ake;
several solitary ducks way off, only a wood duck and a nall ard
recogni zabl e anong them but several smaller diving ducks scattered
here and there too. Pied-billed grebes abditive as always; heard but
not seen.

June 7, 2019 (day 1420, 1096+324): NanRG cum 998.0 nm

Explored Little Creek, a tributary of Stunp Farm Nunber 1 Stream
which in turn flows into Coats Marsh Creek and on i nto Hoggan Lake.

Sone of Little
Creek’s reaches
have banks and
support
hydr ophyt es; sone
reaches are
poor | y-defined
® wat ertracks
2 difficult to
follow in sumer;
and it flows just
bel ow t he surface
| over sandstone
bedrock at the
Three Gates
Trail. There's a
cul vert beneath
the Mainline
Trail at Randy
Hol | ow.

As a consequence
of this
diversity, |’'ve

j ust known
various spots on woodl and trails over the years as “a little creek”

wi thout recognition that they are all linked. Bikers have built a
smal | wooden bridge across Little Creek and a cobbl e causeway across
the Upper Little Creek which follows the floor of a dell down to Randy
Hol | ow. Both useful and unobtrusive.
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Found skunk cabbage, surprisingly
rare in the RP, and yell owfl ags
(obnoxi ous weeds!) in the wetl and
around where Stunp Farm Nunber 1
Stream neets Coats Marsh Creek, and a
new speci es of sedge (Scirpus

m croscarpus)in Little Creek. Small
though it is, Little Creek has
standing water in places, just follow the deer trails to find it.

Confirmed that Stunp Farm Nunber 2 Streamis a tributary of Stunp Farm
Nunber 1 Stream Not perfectly clear where the source of Stunp Farm
Nunber 2 Streamlies. |Its upper reaches have been ditched as part of

| oggi ng road construction at sone tine in the last century, and

wat er cour ses are now obscured by thick bush.

The confl uences are:

Little Creek into Stunp Farm #1 = 49°09. 400’ N, 123°49. 065 W
Stunp Farm #2 into Stunp Farm #1 = 49°09. 373" N, 123°49.075 W
Stunmp Farm #1 into Coats Marsh Creek = 49°09. 366’ N, 123°49. 165" W

June 13, 2019 (day 1426, 1096+330): NanRG cum 998.4 nm Weir +91 nmm
WPB scal e.

No surface water at the baffle; mud 340 mm below sill. Private
property drain still dribbling.

June 15, 2019 (day 1428, 1096+332): NanRG cum 998.4 nmm G stern
+151 nmm SCB.

Lake | evel perfectly normal for tine of year despite |ack of rain.
Reeds in flower and going to seed; several newy-identified sedges

i ncludi ng Fal kl and | sl and sedge and beaked sedge (I think, |I'’mnot an
expert) in the Coats Marsh Creek catchnent area.

Purpl e finches joined nme anong the snags; staying |ong enough and
cl ose enough for me to nmake perefctly sure they weren’t house finches.
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Bl ue dashers conmon
even away from water,
nore femal es than

nmal es, their |ack of
bl ue belying their
nare.

A patch of kneeling
angelica in the

boggi est section of a
m nor drai nage channel
inthe Little

Creek/ Stunmp Farm #1

St ream cat chnent ar ea.

Bi kers are adnoni shed
for making ruts in
trails, but some ruts,
water-filled in winter,
are becoming m cro-
ecosystens. Larger
ones are places to | ook
for Anerican brookline.
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June 24, 2019 (day 1437, 1096+341): NanRG cum 1003.4 mm Weir +49 mm

WPB scal e. CQOcean spray putting on quite a show this year. A bride
expected at any nonent ...
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.but not this painted | ady.

2 Pied-billed grebes at the |ake
; still. A bold squirrel on the Marsh
Trail.

June 29, 2019 (day 1442, 1096+346):
NanRG cum 1022.8 mm Weir +47 mm
. WPB scal e.

Del i ghtful evening spent wet-footed
and hi dden anong the canary grass,
X rushes, and snags at the water’s

. edge in the east burn-pile
clearing. Forewent the end-of -

. nonth | ake | evel neasurenent for

’ fear of flushing sonme of

# the ducks not all yet in

. post - breedi ng node.

A small flock of wood
ducks only partially
vi si bl e anong the reeds
(seen were two fenal es,
one mal e, and sone
“° juveniles, so close |
! daren’t even reach for ny
< canera for fear of

—. alarm ng then); western

ki ngbirds (?) using a tall

snag to launch their forays on the nunerous insects; three new species

e e
- = kS
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of wildflower (all escapees), rose canpion, rmusk mallow, and one new
to me, hedge bi ndweed (C. sepium near the water, its flowers nuch

bi gger, over three inches across, than the too-famliar neglected-
garden pest (C. arvensis).

Beavers active, one startlingly
puncturing the serenity by naking an
extraordi nary series of three |oud

spl ashes, akin to splashes nade by
cobbl es tossed high in the air before
hitting the water. |In the sea, you d say
it was the work of a small harbour seal
Wiy? a nystery. O herw se, the beavers
qui etly browsing anmong the watershield
and water snmartweed doing a fair
imtation of ducks seen at a distance.

The air off the | ake noticably nore
sultry than in the forest. Not a |lot of
rain this nonth, but not exceptionally
dry, 24.8 mm conpared to June’s average
of 41.4 mm It has been drier eighteen
times in the Junes of the last 75 years
(25% and rainfall for the nonth has
varied from4.8 nm (1950) to 128.3 mm
(1946) .

Told by the RDN Parks that number of bats they counted at Stunp Farm
site bat house was 42. ¢

Next file.
Previous file.
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